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October 6th, 2020 Mars Reached Closest Approach until 2035 

 
The Dark Swath of Syrtis Major takes Center Stage in this edited Hubble Space Telescope image of the Red Planet. 
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To the Members of the EAS 
 
Again this month due to the COVID pandemic we will be doing an online Zoom Video 
Meeting on October 16th, 2020. 
 
Our presenter will be Mike Simmons, founder and past-president, Astronomers 
Without Borders. Mike is a fascinating person who has dedicated his life to extending 
astronomy to the entire world including the poorest of countries. He will share his 
experiences in places like Afghanistan, Iran, and Nigeria, and also his efforts 
to bring astronomy education to the blind. Here is a link to his bio: 
 
https://astronomerswithoutborders.org/about-astronomers-without-borders/about-
awb-people/20-people/awb-officers 
 
If you are unfamiliar with online meetings, you may wish to visit the following link 
ahead of the meeting night to learn more: 
 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting 
 

The Evansville Astronomical Society now has a Youtube Channel and for those that 
missed the live session of our September 2020 Meeting and Presentation, you can 
watch a video stream of this event. This link can also be found on our website 
http://evansvilleastro.org 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8A9iE6gz0JE1Rr8VuxqmDg?fbclid=IwAR0In5rjd
sA-GdGKkhLTvVRFx1fENmVeSPpWtw2Rc6sBB79w702cLyB1n14&app=desktop 
 

https://astronomerswithoutborders.org/about-astronomers-without-borders/about-awb-people/20-people/awb-officers
https://astronomerswithoutborders.org/about-astronomers-without-borders/about-awb-people/20-people/awb-officers
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting
http://evansvilleastro.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8A9iE6gz0JE1Rr8VuxqmDg?fbclid=IwAR0In5rjdsA-GdGKkhLTvVRFx1fENmVeSPpWtw2Rc6sBB79w702cLyB1n14&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8A9iE6gz0JE1Rr8VuxqmDg?fbclid=IwAR0In5rjdsA-GdGKkhLTvVRFx1fENmVeSPpWtw2Rc6sBB79w702cLyB1n14&app=desktop
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The Evansville Astronomical Society (EAS) is a 

non-profit organization fully incorporated in the 
state of Indiana. It has, as its primary goal, the 
advancement of amateur astronomy. Founded in 
1952, the society seeks to: 
 
1… maintain adequate facilities for its members 
and the public in order to extensively study the 
skies and 
2… promote an educational program for those 
who wish to learn more about the science of 
Astronomy. 
 
Meetings are held the third Friday of each month, 
except June, when the annual EAS picnic is held. 
The society also sponsors monthly Open House 
events during the warmer seasons that afford the 
public an opportunity to tour the observatory. 
 

EAS 2020 Officers and Contacts 
 

President –  Tony Bryan 
812.827.3234 

evansvilleastro@gmail.com 
 

Vice President –  Scott Conner 
 

Secretary – David M Kube 
740.223.6854 

 
Treasurer – Amy Barrett 

 
Counselors 

Michael Borman (2018) 
Ken Harris (2019) 

Mitch Luman (2020) 
 

Webmaster – Michael Borman 
 

Program Director 
Chuck Allen 

 
Newsletter editor – Dave Kube 

dasiceman@yahoo.com 
 

For more information about the EAS or directions 
to the Observatory, please visit the club’s web 

page: 
www.evansvilleastro.org 

 

 
 

Local Events and Information 

EAS Update 
 

Please note that currently we have a Zoom Meeting 
Scheduled on Friday, October 16th, 2020 @ 7:30pm. 

EAS Update 
 

Please note that currently all public meetings have been 
canceled and therefore we are trying to meet via online 
Zoom Meeting until further notice 

EAS Update 
 
 

EAS Update 
 

 

EAS Update 
 
 

EAS Update 
 
 

EAS Update: 
 
Please visit our website www.evansvilleastro.org and our 
Facebook page to keep yourself up to date for any 
changes. 

FOR SALE: 
 
 

Telescopes and accessories for sale... 
 

As mentioned in last month’s issue, Mike Borman still has 
some excellent telescope equipment and imaging 
accessories for sale. Some of the gear has already been 
sold. If interested, go to Mike’s web page. Here is the link: 
http://www.mborman.org/forsale.htm 

mailto:evansvilleastro@gmail.com
mailto:dasiceman@yahoo.com
http://www.evansvilleastro.org/
http://www.evansvilleastro.org/
http://www.mborman.org/forsale.htm
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Benld Meteorite: An Ordinary Space 
Rock that Slammed into a Car. 

Edward McCain of Benld, Illinois, drove a decade-old Pontiac 
coupe that he kept safely stored in his garage, which was a 
small wooden building with a tar paper roof. Well-worn ruts 
in the dirt floor marked the exact spot where he parked his 
car every day for years. Then, on September 29, 1938, by 
sheer cosmic chance, a speeding space rock tore through 
the roof of McCain's garage before burrowing itself into his 
Pontiac. The Benld meteorite indiscriminately nailed its 
target. 
 

That same year, Ben Hur Wilson of the Joliet Astronomical 
Society poetically reported in Popular Astronomy that “a 
small stony-iron meteorite came crashing out of the 
battlements of heaven, aimed apparently with the precision 
of a crack artilleryman.”  
 

The cosmic cannonball not only tore through the roof, seat, 
and floor of McCain's car — which he was fortunately not in 
at the time — but also rebounded off the Pontiac's muffler 
before bouncing back up into the springs of the seat. As you 
can imagine, McCain was quite astonished to discover the 
meteorite when he hopped in his car later that same day.  

 
What are the odds of a meteorite striking 
your vehicle? In 1938, one unlucky Illinois 
resident found out. 
 

Credit:   James St. John (Flickr) 

The Wow! Signal: An Alien Missed 
Connection? 

On August 15, 1977, the Big Ear Radio Telescope in 
Delaware, Ohio, received the most powerful signal it would 
ever detect during its decades of observations. The signal 
lasted just 72 seconds, but when an astronomer spotted it on 
a computer printout days later, he was so impressed that he 
quickly scrawled “Wow!” in red pen across the page. The 
data looked much like what SETI astronomers expected to 
see from an alien intelligence. However, despite many 
attempts to follow up on the find, the so-called “Wow! Signal” 
has never reappeared. 
 

Few moments in the search for extraterrestrial intelligence 
(SETI) have captivated the public’s imagination quite like the 
Wow! Signal. To some, it’s the most promising potential 
detection of alien life ever. But others see it as a triumph of 
publicity over science. 
 

“Was that E.T. or was it not E.T.? Nobody knows,” Seth 
Shostak, senior astronomer at the SETI Institute, tells 
Astronomy. “Nobody has ever found another explanation for 
what that might have been. It's like you hear chains rattling 
in your attic and you think ‘My god ghosts are real.’ But then 
you never hear them again, so what do you think?” Most 
importantly, Shostak says that if the signal wouldn’t have 
had Wow! written across it, no one would’ve ever heard of it. 
One-off signals like this were common back in the early days 
of SETI, when observatory computers were too primitive to 
notify astronomers of discoveries in real time, or perform 
rapid-fire follow-ups. 
 

But that hasn’t stopped astronomers from repeatedly 
returning to this patch of sky searching for the return of the 
Wow! Signal. 
 

 
Did humanity’s first contact with aliens 
already happen back in 1977? Probably not, 
but we may never know for sure. Few 
anomalies in astronomy remain as 
mysterious as the “Wow!” signal from 1977 . 
 

Credit:   Jerry R. Ehman/The Ohio State 
University Radio Observatory 
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Up and Coming Events 2020 

EAS Meetings and Events are currently on hold or cancelled due to the current COVID-19 situation. 

Please note we have an online Zoom Meeting Scheduled for October 16
th

, 2020 @7:30pm. 

 Please visit our Web Page http://www.evansvilleastro.org for updates. 

Please visit our Facebook Group Page for updates. 

 

 

Moon Phases 

New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Third Quarter 

November 15th, 2020 November 21st, 2020 November 30th, 2020 November 8th, 2020 

Moon Phases courtesy of Time and Date.com 

http://www.evansvilleastro.org/
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/moonphases.html
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EAS Unofficial Meeting Notes for September – 2020 
 

We had an online Zoom Meeting for Members on September 18, 2020. 
Public was also invited via our Facebook group page. 
 
Our presenter was Tony Bryan, NASA Solar System Ambassador. His presentation was Entitled Observe the 
Moon. His presentation included facts, a few myths, and past and future NASA missions. Following, attendees 
saw a narrated live-view of the Moon from his telescopes equipped with special cameras. 
 
We had 16 participants logged in with our cohost Matt Merlo and Tony Bryan. 
 
It was discussed that we will have another online Zoom Meeting for the October 16th meeting. 
 
If you are unfamiliar with online meetings, you may wish to visit the following link ahead of the meeting night 
to learn more: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting 
 
Respectfully Submitted – Dave Kube – Secretary  

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting

