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Photo compliments of Space Place by NASA 

 
This beautiful view of the aurora was taken from the International Space Station as it crossed over the 

southern Indian Ocean on September 17, 2011. . 
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The Evansville Astronomical Society (EAS) is a 

non-profit organization fully incorporated in the 
state of Indiana. It has, as its primary goal, the 
advancement of amateur astronomy. Founded in 
1952, the society seeks to: 
 
1… maintain adequate facilities for its members 
and the public in order to extensively study the 
skies and 
2… promote an educational program for those 
who wish to learn more about the science of 
Astronomy. 
 
Meetings are held the third Friday of each month, 
except June, when the annual EAS picnic is held. 
The society also sponsors monthly Open House 
events during the warmer seasons that afford the 
public an opportunity to tour the observatory. 
 

EAS 2017 Officers and Contacts 
 

President –  Tony Bryan 
812.827.3234 

evansvilleastro@gmail.com 
 

Vice President –  Scott Conner 
 

Secretary – David M Kube 
740.223.6854 

 
Treasurer – Ted Ubelhor 

 
Counselors 

Michael Borman 
Ken Harris 

Mitch Luman 
 

Webmaster – Michael Borman 
 

Program Director 
Tony Bryan 

 
News editor – David Kube 
dasiceman@yahoo.com 

 
For more information about the EAS or directions 

to the Observatory, please visit the club’s web 
page: 

www.evansvilleastro.org 
 

 
 

Local  Events and Information

EAS Schedule Update: 
 
Please Note that we have a Regular Meeting scheduled 
for Friday, February 17th, 2017 @ 7:30pm.  Location is to 
be at the Museum – Dr. Steinman-Cameron from IU will be 
presenting Life in the Universe. 

EAS Update: 
 
Please Note that we have a Winter Work day scheduled 
for 10am at the Observatory on Saturday, February 25th. 

EAS Update: 
 
Please Note we have our 1st PSW for the year scheduled 
at the observatory on Saturday, March 4th @ 7:30pm. 
Moon is at Perigee. 

EAS Update: 
 
Please Note that we have a Regular Meeting scheduled 
for Friday, March 17th, 2017 @ 7:30pm.  Location is to be 
at the Observatory – Dr. Merlo will be presenting Active 
Galactic Nuclei. 

EAS Update: 
 
Please Note we have a members only observing session 
scheduled for Saturday, March 25th @ 7:30pm – New 
Harmonie State Park 

EAS Update: 
 
Please Note that we have a Regular Meeting scheduled 
for Friday, April 21st, 2017 @ 7:30pm.  Location is to be at 
the Observatory . 

Telescopes and accessories for sale... 

 
As mentioned in last month’s issue, Mike Borman still has 
some excellent telescope equipment and imaging 
accessories for sale. Some of the gear has already been 
sold. If interested, go to Mike’s web page. Here is the link: 
http://www.mborman.org/forsale.htm 
 

http://www.evansvilleastro.org/
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Fallout from an Ancient Asteroid Collision 
still rains on Earth. Extraterrestrial objects are constantly bombarding 

Earth; thankfully the vast majority are microscopic. 
 

Thanks to the planet’s atmosphere, we live largely 
unaware of this celestial fusillade, which averages about 
100 tons a day and mostly burns up long before hitting 
the ground. From the few that do make impact, 
researchers can gather clues about the composition of 
our solar system, with the goal of understanding how 
planets and other bodies emerged from an embryonic 
disk of dust and gas some 5 billion years ago. 
 

However, it seems many of the samples researchers 
have to work with originated from a single event that’s 
been raining fallout for some 466 million years, giving us 
a biased picture of what’s actually out there. 

 
NASA/JPL/Caltech 

New Observations of FO Aquaarii Reveal 
Strange Behavior of this Binary System. 

FO Aquarii is an intermediate polar system — a 
cataclysmic variable binary system in which the compact 
star, typically a white dwarf, pulls matter off its puffed-up 
companion. This matter forms an accretion disk that 
funnels material toward the compact star. When it 
reaches the white dwarf, the star’s intense magnetic 
fields yank material away from the disk and onto the star 
in streams, called accretion curtains. This accretion of 
matter — and angular momentum — keeps the white 
dwarf spinning at a rate faster than the orbital period of 
the binary system. The spin of the white dwarf can be 
determined by measuring the system’s lightcurve, which 
tracks the excess light created when the incoming 
material hits the star.  

NASA 

Bulge in Venus’ Atmosphere Likely Caused 
by Gravity Waves. 

A massive, bow-shaped wave was spotted for the first 
time in the highest regions of Venus’ atmosphere, 
perplexing astronomers. 
 

The structure was captured by the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) in some of the first images 
returned by their Akatsuki orbiter following a troubled 
orbital insertion in late 2015. Using both infrared and UV 
imaging, researchers spotted the prominent feature in 
the planet’s upper atmosphere, where winds whip by in 
excess of 200 miles per hour. Any features spotted in the 
atmosphere should get carried along by the fierce winds, 
but this curved wave remained planted firmly in place, 
lasting for at least four days. 
 

The wave extends for more than 6,000 miles, stretching 
nearly from pole to pole. It is marked by the presence of 
slightly warmer air in the upper portion of the planet’s 
thick atmosphere, some 40 miles above the surface. 
While small aberrations are common in the upper 
atmosphere, such a large feature, to say nothing of one 
that refuses to move, is highly uncommon. 

 
The massive bow wave is visible in the upper 
atmosphere of Venus in this infrared image 
©Planet-C 
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Members and friends of the EAS 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:  
 

Following the next Evansville Astronomical Society monthly meeting on Friday, February 17th, 
we have a special guest speaker from Indiana University, Senior Scientist, Dr. Thomas 
Steinman-Cameron. The title of Dr. Steinman-Cameron’s talk is: “The Search for Life in the 
Universe: Habitable Worlds Everywhere!” This is a really hot topic in the world of astronomy 
and astrobiology. 
 
The February meeting and talk will take place at the Evansville Museum of Arts, History and 
Science located at 411 S.E. Riverside Drive, Evansville, IN. The business portion of the 
meeting begins at 7:30 PM and is followed by our guest speaker at 8:00 PM. All times are in 
CST. 
 
The meeting and presentation is free and open to the public. If you are a member and have not 
been to a meeting lately, for what are you waiting? If you are a past member or friend of the 
EAS, come visit with us, take in the talk and visuals, then chat with old friends and make some 
new ones. 
 
I hope to see all of you on the 17th! 
Sincerely, 
Tony Bryan 
EAS President 
 

Members of the EAS 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:  
 
Here’s a map with directions to the EAS Members Observing at Harmonie for the Newsletter. 
We meet at the Youth Tent Area. 
 
As of today, it all has been arranged with the park office. 
Mitch Luman 
 
Please see next page for map. 
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 Up and Coming Events 2016

Regular Meeting – Friday, February 17
th

 @ 7:30pm @ Museum 

Winter Work Day – Saturday, February 25
th

 @ 10:00am @ Observatory
 

PSW – Saturday, March 4
th

 @ 7:30pm @ Observatory 

Regular Meeting – Friday, March 17
th

 @ 7:30pm @ Observatory 

Members Only Observing – Saturday, March 25
th

 – New Harmony Park – 7:30pm 

 

 Moon Phases

New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Third Quarter 

March 27th, 2017 March 5th, 2017 March 12th, 2017 March 20th, 2017 

Moon Phases courtesey of Time and Date.com 

http://www.evansvilleastro.org/
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/moonphases.html
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EAS MEETING for January 20th, 2016 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 pm by President Tony Bryan.  There were 18 members present. The 
meeting convened at the Koch Immersive Theater in The Evansville Museum of Art, History, and Science. 

Tony introduced the new board for 2017.  The two changes were Scott and Tony changed positions, and Mitch 
Luman was elected as Counselor. 

There was a motion to accept the minutes as published in the newsletter.  That motion was seconded.  A vote 
was held. It was unanimously accepted by those present. 
 

Scott told the membership about the following upcoming events… 
 

Regular Meeting  Friday, February 17 7:30pm @ MUSEUM  
Winter Work Day Saturday, February 25 10:00am @ Observatory 
Regular Meeting  Saturday, March 4 7:30pm @ Observatory 
Regular Meeting  Friday, March 17 7:30pm @ Observatory 
Members Observing Session  Saturday, March 25 7:30pm @ New Harmony 
Regular Meeting Friday, April 21  7:30pm @ Observatory 
 
There were no visitors present. 
 
The Treasurer Ted Ubelhor was unable to attend the meeting.  He submitted a report to the officers for review, 
and is available for review.  Tony offered the remaining 2017 calendars at a discount.  The wall calendars will be 
$7 and the Monthly calendars will be $10. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
The work on the RC telescope installation has stall for awhile.  Scott is currently working on the project, but the 
months of working 6 days a week has not left time to work on it at this time. 
 
The work on the remodeling of the old dark room is also stalled for a while. Work will continue soon. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Election of Counselor – We had the election for the counselor position at the December meeting and Mitch 
Luman is now a first-year counselor.  The EAS current counselors are now Michael Borman, Ken Harris, and 
Mitch Luman.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Texas Star Party  - 2017 Texas Star Party – Sign up now! The great tradition of dark sky observing continues with 
the 39th Annual TEXAS STAR PARTY, May 21-28, 2017 near Ft Davis, Texas. Staying on the Ranch in housing, RV, 
or camping? Staying off-site in other accommodations? Everyone needs to enter the TSP drawing, held in late 
January. You should submit a Registration/Reservation Request Form to ENTER THE TSP DRAWING before 
January 20, 2017. This will provide you the highest possible chance of being selected as one of the 500 people 
who will be able to attend TSP this year. Follow this link to get started! 
http://texasstarparty.org/get-started/ 
 
Email Address for the club – evansvilleastro@gmail.com , which is similar to website evansvilleastro.org.  

http://www.evansvilleastro.org/
http://texasstarparty.org/get-started/
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4-H Spark Clubs – We were contacted by Megan Hoffherr, extension educator for 4-H youth development over 
Gibson County about the possibility of partnering to provide an educational opportunity for a 4-H Spark Club. 
We tentatively set a Spring time frame for that to take place. Two events will take place, the first is a 
lecture/presentation, and the second is an observation. More to follow as details are worked. 
 
Telescope Help – I received a telephone call from a person in the Booneville area that needs assistance with the 
basics of operating a non-computer EQ mount telescope. I assisted her on January 18th.  Her and her daughter 
may attend the next meeting. 
 
Beall Woods State Park - Jacque Cullison, Natural Resources Coordinator, requests us to present 
a program prior to the eclipse on a Saturday. Possible dates are August 5th or 12th.  If raining that day, it will be 
an inside presentation. 

Yearly Planning Session – The new Executive Board and Trusties met on January 17th to plan out the EAS 2017 
calendar and goals for the year. With exception of two possible events at the museum this summer, the 
calendar is complete and a draft is on our website. 
 
February Meeting Speaker – The speaker at our February meeting, which is here at the museum, will be Dr. 
Tom Steinman-Cameron from IU. He will be presenting on life in the Universe. Come out, listen, and learn.  
 
Donation of C-8 Telescope – We were contacted by a person that has a C-8 telescope he no longer uses. I am 
working the details for the EAS to receive that telescope as a donation.  
 
Winter Work Day – Please come out on February 25th and help spruce up our facility for the 2017 session. Lunch 
will be provided.  
 
Members Only Observing Session – Is planned for March 25th at the youth camp area at New Harmony. Mitch 
Luman is coordinating the event for us. More details will come as the date gets closer. Mark your calendars! 
 
A total solar eclipse will take place about nine months from now (on August 21st, 2017). Don’t pass this up.  Last 
report from Mitch was that Hopkinsville is set. There will be a reserved observing area for EAS, and details (cost, 
et cetera) are being worked. Mitch asked if anyone would like to head up the planning and execution of a 
contingency plan in case of poor conditions at Hopkinsville. Mark Miller has suggested the Pennyrile site is a 
possibility and that it is only a few seconds (20) shorter on totality than best path. More to follow. 
 
PROGRAMThe program for tonight is  ”Obviously Something but yet Untitled”, presented by Mitch Luman 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Scott Conner 
Vice President. 
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